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SUBJECT: BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON TARIFF RATE INFORMATION FILE 
(TRIF) 

REF: STATE 032572, MTN GENEVA 0682 

1 . THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SENT AS BACKGROUND FOR EMBASSY 
ACTION REQUESTED REFTEL. 

2. AT JULY 1975 TARIFFS GROUP MEETING, THE GROUP AGREED TO 
ESTABLISH A TARIFF RATE INFORMATION F IL E (TRIF) ON THE BASIS 
OF SUBMISSIONS BY GOVERNMENTS OF DETAILED INFORMATION ON 
THEIR VARIOUS TARIFF RATES ON SELECTED DATES. THESE FILES 
WOULD INCLUDE GATT RATES, MOST-FAVORED-NATION RATES 
APPLIED TO GATT COUNTRIES IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER LEGISLATION, 

E.G., TEMPORARY DUTY CHANGES, MOST-FAVORED-NATION 

RATES ACTAULLY APPLIED TO IMPORTS FROM GATT COUNTRIES, AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MTNGE 01044 121851Z 

EFFECTIVELY APPLIED RATES UNDER THE GSP. THE GROUP ALSO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


AGREED THAT THE INFORMATION SHOULD REFER TO 1 JANUARY OR 
1 APRIL 1972, 1 JANUARY 1973 AND 1 JANUARY 1974. MOST NATIONS 
INCLUSING THE US, EEC AND CANADA, BASED THEIR TARIFF 
INFORMATION ON 1 JANUARY 1974, BUT THE JAPANESE, 

STATING THAT THEY WANTED TO PRESENT A MOVING PICTURE 
OF THEIR RATES, SUBMITTED TARIFF DATA FOR THREE YEARS, 
INCLUDING RATES PRIOR TO THE 1972 UNILATERAL REDUCTION 
IN THE JAPANESE TARIFF. 

3. THE GATT SUBSEQUENTLY CIRCULATED A REQUEST FOR DATA 
(MTN/3A/W/1 1, OCT 24) WHICH OUTLINED THE TYPE OF 
INFORMATION AND THE FORMAT REQUIRED FOR THE SUBMISSIONS 

ON MAGNETIC TAPE. THIS LIST OF REQUESTED INFORMATION INCLUDED 
THE TARIFF LINE DESCRIPTION. MOST OF THE DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES HAVE SUBMITTED THEIR TRIF COMPUTER TAPES TO 
THE GATT. AND ALL OF THOSE SUBMITTED, WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF JAPAN, INCLUDE TRAIFF LINE DESCRIPTIONS IN ENGLISH 
OR FRENCH. 

4. AS WE HAVE NOTED (SEE REFTEL), JAPAN HAS BEEN VERY 
UNENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT FILES BECAUSE OF ITS VIEWS ON 

THE CHOICE OF A BASE RATE/BASE DATE FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

IN SEVERAL MEETINGS, THE JAPANESE HAVE TOLD US THAT 
JAPAN'S TRIF DOES NOT CONTAIN DESCRIPTIONS BECAUSE IT 
WOULD TAKE A LONG TIME TO PREPARE THEM AND BECAUSE 
THEIR EXPERTS CANNOT UNDERSTAND AND, THEREFORE, CANNOT 
INSCRIBE DESCEIPTIONS IN ENGLISH. WE NOTED THAT 
OFFICIAL JAPANESE PUBLICATION ON TARIFFS CONTAINS 
DESCRIPTIONS IN ENGLISH AS DONE FOR THE DOUANE FOR 
JAPAN PUBLISHED IN BRUSSELS AND ASKED THE JAPANESE TO 
ADD ABBREVIATED PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS TO THEIR FILES. 

WE HAVE ALSO INDICATED OUR WILLINGNESS TO EXCHANGE 
TRIF'S UPON RECEIVING JAPANESE ASSURANCE THAT THEY 
WILL FURNISH DESCEIPTIONS TO THEIR FILE IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. AS MTN GENEVA 0682 NOTES WE HAVE ALREADY 
EXCHANGED FILES WITH CANADA AND EC. 

5. WE AND OTHERS VIEW TRIF AS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF 
BASIC DOCUMENTATION FOR TARIFF ASPECT OF MTN. BECAUSE 
OF CONSTANT CHANGES IN DESCRIPTIONS IN JAPANESE TARIFF 
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WE WOULD FIND JAPANESE TRIF FILE WITHOUT DESCRIPTIONS 
TO BE OF LIMITED USE. OTHER DELEGATIONS (EC. CANADA) HAVE 
EXPRESSED THE SAME VIEW AND HAVE ALSO REFUSED TO EXCHANGE 
TRIF'S WITH JAPANESE UNTIL DESCRIPTIONS ARE SUPPLIED. WALKER 
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